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Tay Kino von COME, 429 


HE kingdom of God, or the 8 of Shari 2c- . 
_ cording to its moſt uſual and almoſt conſtant acceptation 
chroughout the ſeveral hiſtories of the Evangeliſts, ſigni 

feb the ſtate of the goſpel, or the church of Chriſt upon earth, firſt 

begun and eſtabliſhed by the preaching of our bleſſed Saviour and 
his apoſtles. When our Saviour commands his iſciples to pray, that 1 
this kingdom may come, his meaning is, that we ſhould make it a 
conſtant an. perpetual ſubje& of our petitions to Almighty God, that 

this goſpel-ſtate, or church of Chriſt, ſo begun and eſtabliſhed upon 


earth, may, through his grace, be ſtill advanced and carried on, till „ = 
length it arrive at that maturity and completion, that univerſality, 1 
unity, and Þiritual perfection, WO” he hath decreed and ' promyſed + > 


that it ſhall one time attain. 

Without troubling. you any farther in Goats or enlarging | "OY 
upon this explication of the words, or in diſcourſing on the nature 2333 
of the goſpel · tate conſidered as a kingdom, I ſhall endeavour to carry 1 
your thoughts to a general view of the paſt, the preſent, and the — 
future condition of chriſtianity in the world; in order to ſhew h/ ; 


c field, but while men flept his nerny, ame and, f ſowed: tares_ 


ahh nite the diſciples of Chriſt ever 11 and ſtill 3 to a - 
up this petition for its advancement : what we ow be allowed to 
hope from God's gracious promiſes in this r in time to come: 


| how much it is the duty of every ſubject, = more eſpecially of N 
| every miniſter of this heavenly kingdom, to aim at promoting, by 5 
his moſt earneſt endeavours, as well as his prayers, the perfect and uni- 


verſal eſtabliſhment of it. N 2 
Our Saviour commanding his Ge agily and 3 bo I 


bh offer up their prayers to God for the advancement of his kingdom 


on earth, may well be underſtood by this very command to intimate to 


them, that the ſtate of chriſtianity” ſhould long be Incomplete, its 
progreſs gradual, its advances towards perfection and univerſally, þ Ate 1 
times ſlow and im perceptible, and that it would not arrive at W 
7 maturity til che end of the age, till the laſt ſcene of chis 
penſation. And this he has more fully explained to „chem in ſeveral 5 
his diſcourſes, particularly in ſome of his parables. . Fs % king 


J dom of Heaven is likened. to a man which ſowed good. feed in in his ” 
N noßg 8 
« the wheat ; ; which appeared to r - with. the wheat, and Were 
c « ſuffered to grow together with i it til the harveſt.” + And again, Ws S0 
44 dj. the kingdom « of God, as if a man ſhould caſt ſeed into the ground, 


„and ſhould ſleep. and riſe, night and day, and the ſeed ſhould 


e ſpring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 3 or the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herſelf, firſt the blade, then the ear, after that the 
te full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is brought. forth, imme 


« diately he putteth . in the, fickle, becauſe. the harveſt - is com * 


Marr. xiii, 24, Ce. » b Manx iv. 26, Ee. 


Such 


Such i is the  predition of our Saviour: the event hitherto Hl, be found 5 - 1 
intirely conformable to . | ie — 
If we take a view of chriſtianity 3 in the firſt ages, we © ſhall Bud! it 
mightily increaſing from very ſmall beginnings; ; ſpreading and ex- 
tending itſelf far and wide with a quick progreſs; and * like leaven,“ 
as © our Saviour very expreſlively repreſents it, hid in a large quantity 
of meal, working and fermenting by degrees, till the whole was 
jeavened. We firſt hear that the number of the names of the 
diſciples together, were about an hundred and twenty. Soon after 
in one day there were added unto them about three thouſand ſouls. | 
Next the number of them that heard the word, which Peter ſpoke to 
Ex them, and believed, was about: five thouſand, And believers were 
ſtill added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.“ At 
: the ſame time. they abounded i in charity, in faith, and in good works: 
. the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and one fag 
TE foul: they continued Ned . in the apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip ; . 


and Sd. their en and d ; 


"a of the rate at its very / firſt eſtabliſhment, ae as ; yet con- 
fined to Jeruſalem: ſmall in extent, and few in number; but full of 
grace and of power, rue in err IG: work, and rich in all the 
fruits of Ahe pr.. | 

But no ſooner had the 8 which WA al Stephen Ant 
the church at. J eruſalem ſcattered abroad the diſciples, than the wn: 


* 


LY 


was, together with them, ſpread through all the regions round 


And in a few years, by the preaching of. the apoſtles and teachers, ay 
reh by the labours of the 8 apoſtle of; the G 28 it "_ 


Q , 
Marr. xi. 33. 85 d Abs i, ii, iv, v. 
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carried. lod almoſt all the parts, and « even beyond the limits of 


CT 


the Roman empire; if we give credit to a tradition * that Prevaile+ z 


antiently in the church, it was eſtabliſned in Parthia, and even in 
India, by the apoſtle St. Thomas: fo that conſidering the ſtate of 


communication fubſiſting at that time between the ſeveral nations, it 
might truly be faid, that © their ſound had gone out through all the 
earth, and their words unto the end of the world.“ Thus was the 
ſeed of the word widely and abundantly ſown even in the pant 
age: let us conſider-the increaſe and the produce of it, 
The rapid progreſs and plentiful increaſe of chriſtianity in the fir 


age, in ſpite of all the oppoſition it had to ſtruggle with from the pre- 


judice of the world ſupported by all the power of it, in the midſt of 
dangers, diſtreſſes, reproach, and perſecution, has been deſervedly con- 


| fidered as the immediate effect of a divine power co-operating with i it, 


and as a more ſtupendous miracle in itſelf, than any of the ſeveral 


wonders by which it was promoted. By the accounts of the * heathens 


_ themſelves, it appears, that as early as the time of Nero the c F iſtians 4 


at Rome were become very numerous: in the time of Trajan we 
find by the teſtimony of the * governor of one of the provinces, that 


chriſtianity had fo far prevailed in thoſe parts, that the temples of 
the gods were almoſt deſolated, their ſacred rites long intermitted, and: 


that there were very few who would buy ſacri fices. Juſtin Martyr 


ſoon after informs us, that there was no nation in the known world, not 


even the moſt barbarous and uneivilized, where ſome did not offer up 
prayers and chankſgivings to God in the name of Jeſus Chriſt. Ter- 


„Euszz. Hiſt, Eccl. III. 1. Ga. Naz. Orat. xxv. f Tactr. Annal, xv. 44. 


b Prix. Lib. x. Epiſt. 97. 4. D. vr. + Dialog. cum Tryphone; part. 2. pag. 
388. Edit. a Circa A, b. CL, | | | — 


1 NN 
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V at 13 7 | 
cullian. in the next age ſays, that every part of ehe'vinpire, every 
| place and. ſtation, was full of chriſtians, and that they began to rival 
the heathens in numbers. Next to the eſpecial providence of God, 
and the figns that gave witneſs to the firſt preachers of the goſpel, 
chriſtianity owed its ſucceſs to the graces and virtues that ſhone forth - 
in the lives of its profeſſors. The ſincerity and ſtedfaſtneſs of their- 
faith, their courage and conſtancy in ſuffering the moſt cruel tortures 5 
in defence of it, was fully exhibited and approved to the world in 
numberleſs examples of all ages, ſexes, and conditions. The advo- 
cates for chriſtianity, who undertook to plead its cauſe before the 
rulers of the world, could in their apologies boldly appeal even to 
their enemies and perſecutors, not only for the holineſs and purity of | 
its doctrines, but alſo for the ſanctity and innocence of thoſe that pro- 
feſſed it; their blameleſs and inoffenſiye converſation, the ſimplicity | 
and integrity of their manners, their piety to God, their union 
among „ themſelves, and their peaceable and' charitable diſpoſition to- 
wards: All-mankind. This perhaps may paſs for a juſt account of the 
ſtate of the chriſtian church under perſecution for. the i firſt 22 ; 


turies : continually increaſing in numbers, and enlarged in extent; 
nor even in the end greatly fallen off from its original integrity, with re- 
gard either to ſanctity of manners, or purity of faith. 5 

But it muſt be allowed that ink the very t times of the apoſtles the. | 
church was troubled by heretics of various denominations, . who from. 
time to time attempted te introduce the moſt abſurd doctrines and 
the moſt abominable practices. They appear. to. have been for the- 
| moſt part either hypocrites. or enthuſiaſts. of the groſſeſt ſort. Their 
uſual method was to endeavour to corrupt and falſify the Holy Scrip- 


I Adee. xxxvii · & Adven, Judæos. vii. circa A. D. CC. 3 
3> 


* 


1 


turesz BY as to | make them countenance their aids imaginations * 
| ungodly doings. They ſeem to have had no ſort of title to 8 . 
7 of chriſtians which they took upon themſelves. Accordingly St. Jude 
ſpeaks of them, as of © certain men that had -crept in unawares; 


«« ungodly men, that turned the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs, | 
and denied the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” St. 


John calls them Antichriſts, and * of them, they went out 


« from us, but they were not of us.” Such in general were the here-. 
tics of. the firſt ages: rejected of the church, and condemned of 


themſelves; who tho? they profeſſed that they knew God, yet in 
« works denied him, being abominable and diſobedient, and to every. 4 


good work reprobate.” And ſuch are the abſurdities, blaſphemies, 
and; abominations of which cheſe filthy dreamers are accuſed, that 


we might perhaps hardly give credit to the charge, thoꝰ ſupported: by 
the concurrent teſtimony of the writers of that age, were there not 
even at chis time a ® ſet. crept in unayares likewiſe among us, wb K 


. 


have adopted and openly avowed them. Tho! theſe might diſhonour , 

| the chriſtian name by falſely. taking it upon themſelves; - tho? the con- 
verts ſrom Judaiſm at firſt were always endeavouring to adulterate i 
the doctrine of Chriſt by grafting on it their own ſuperſtitions, and : 


thoſe of the Gentiles afterwards, by introducing into it their own im- : 


pure philoſophy, y et the church till acquitted herſelf of the charge 
committed to her, and kept entire the ſacred depoſite © of 40 the (Es 
e which was once delivered to the ſaints.” % 55 

At length <« the grain of muſtard-ſeed, tho? the leaſt of all Leds, 2 
% was grown and become a great tree, and the fowls of the air came 


<« and. ___ 1 the ſhadow of it:“ Conſtantine embraced | the 


vel. ? 1 Epiſt, IT 18, , 19: : m » See « The Moravian compared a Fel 


; on chriſtian 


i EY be became the nov ite 4 the church; anch 
nor at reſt from perſecution, and ſet above her adverſaries, increaſed 
4 vicer the favour of her great protector, and was eſtabliſhed 

ſperity and Honour. It might now be -expet ed, that 
ain of the Lord's houſe” being eſtabliſhed in the top of 
„ all nations ſhould flow unto it; and that all being 
=, „keel rocker under one head in Chriſt, they might be pre- 

& ſented to Goc a glorious church holy and without blemiſh“ But 
alas! from this very æfa of the ſecurity, proſperity, and ſplendor of 
the chsiſtian church, we muſt date the decay of the true ſpirit of 
ehriſtianity. EK ſtill continued indeed to increaſe for ſome time out- 
windly in extent and · numbers; but daily ſuffered wichin a muck greater 
los, I he viſible diminution ef faith, holineſs, hùmility, and charity. 
Honaurn, wealth, and power, ſoon excited pride; avarice, and am- 
bition and the conteſt for theſe worldly advantages was but too often 
carried: on, and with the greater animoſity, under pretence of contend- 


purity of faith was perplexed and corrupted by the ſudtilty of debate, 
and charity quite loſt in the vehemence of contention. A falſe, or at 
beſt an indiſcreet, zeal ſtood ever upon the watch, ready to combat 
every idle ſpeculation that happened to be advanced; thus giving 
occaſion to perpetual debate, and generally improvi ng every debate 
into an irreconcilable diſſenſion. Many an abſurd opinion, many an 
over curious theory and bold deciſion i in matters of doubtful 1 
tion, that would otherwiſe have ſunk i in oblivion,” and died with its 
author, gained ſtrength and importance by oppoſition; till being dig- 


5 Eh with the title of — and N MY an Anathema, it was 
in 


or che faith, Chriſtianity began now to be. treated as a ſcience or, » 


am arts 4 and its doctrines· to be oppoſed and defended. with much acute 
neſs of wit, and more keenneſs of paſſion: While the ſimplicity and 
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in a manner conſecrated and delivere down a8 3 never-failing gen of | 
_ ſtrife and diviſion to poſterity. . Some indeed of the novelties then 
introduced were in themſelves of greater conſequence and more perni- 
Cious tendency, ſtriking at the fundamentals of the chriſtian faith: but 
5 even theſe perhaps, if they had been at firſt treated with more mode- 
ration, or at laſt condemned. and purſued with leſs ſeverity, n might 
never have ſurvivedto divide the chri ſtian world for ages againſt itſelf, 
1 But the rage of debate, and oppoſition of ſcience, falſely ſo called, 
2 ſeems. to have been the epidemical diſtemper of thoſe. times; and 
the certain conſequences of it were wrath, envy, hatred, ftrife, faction: 
and to the great diſgrace of the chriſtian name, while her own ſuffer- 
ings under the heathen powers were yet freſh. in remembrance, perſe- 
cution was adopted by the church, and began to be exerciſed by 
chriſtians againſt chriſtians. It had been in a former age a common 
obſervation of the heathens, See how theſe chriſtians love one anqther : 8 
See how theſe chriſtians hate one another, was now the more juſt and 
obvious remark. A candid heathen hiſtorian 5 ſpeaks of it as a maxim 
of the emperor Julian founded on experience, That no wild beaſts were 
ſo cruel and inveterate enemies to men, as mof chriſtians were to one 
| another : : and on this maxim that able and determined adverſary of 
the gol pel very judiciouſiy projected the utter deſtruction of chriſtianity. 
He ſheathed the ſword of heathen perſecu tion, and fomented the 
ſpirit of diſcord already preying on the vitals of the chriſtian church. 
Where ſo little. regard. was paid to the great commandment of bro- 
| therly love, it is not to be expected that the love of God ſhould con- 
tinue its perfect work. Let it ſuffice to obſerve, that piety began to 
be infected with ſuperſtition ; that purity of. life bogs, to be amen: : 


\TerTULLIAN, Apologet. Kik. 2 Anutan, MARCELL. Xi 5. 
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10 an affected Ane and unbidded and extravagant auſterities : 15 
ſaints and martyrs were regarded with a reverence, that by degrees 
approached to adoration, and at laſt ended in idolatry z and thoſe only : 
were thought to ſerve. God nan who retired into deſarts and _ 
cloiſters, to bec hemſ . and uſeleſs to the 

world. Su ſill "increaſed within; 
and gave great advantages to Mohammediſm, * aſſaulted chriſti- 
anity from without, and at len gth laid waſte the eaſtern church. 

The weſtern church was indeed on the other hand much enlarged by 
the acceſſion of the northern nations, which had over- run that part of 
the Roman empire: but barbariſm and ignorance was introduced 
with them, under whoſe influence every error, that had been before 
ou: was foſtered and nouriſhed, and new errors were from time to 

agated. The ambition of the church of Rome made uſe 

of every opportunity, which theſe dark ages afforded of completing 
her great ſcheme of ſpiritual tyranny and temporal dominion : every 
ſuperſtition, that ſerved to help it forward, or ſupport. it, was made 
an article of faith: in a word, that deep ſyſtem of worldly policy, 
founded in the corruption and perverſion of all the great principles 
of the goſpel ; that myſtery of iniquity, properly enough called 
: Popery, but which might ,more properly be called Antichriſtianiſm, | 

was deviſed, improved, and brought to perfection. . 

To reſcue chriſtianity from this miſerable ſtate of depravation and 
oppreſſion z to reſtore it to its original purity, and to replace it on its 
true foundation; to put an end to the inſolent uſurpation of human 
authority upon the rights of private jud gment, of reaſon, and con- 
ſcience, and upon the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures them- 
ſelves ; z this was the great deſign of the reformation. | A fair proſpect 
was now opened for the re- eſtabliſnment of the kingdom of God in 
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; pertty and woch, ſuch as never had offered itſelf fin nce _ fe RY 
of chriſtianity. But the fulneſs of the time was not yet come: it 
pleaſed God in his unſearchable wiſdom to ſuffer the progreſs of this 
» great work to be ſtopped in the mid- way, and the effects of it to be 
greatly weakened by man ; 
: Yet hath it been, notwithſtanding i its imperſection, of moſt effectual 
ſervice to the cauſe of true religion; and herein ſeems to be laid the 


unbappy divifions among the reformed, 


foundation for executing the great plan of divine wiſdom, for raiſing 
che ſuperſtructure of univerſal chriſtianity. It has ſhewn to the world 


what the goſpel really is; it has laid open the Holy Scriptures, and 
introduced a more accurate and judicious ſtudy, and a more perfect 


underſtanding of them: and in conſequence, the great principles of 


our religion have not only. been rationally explained, and fully vindi, 
cated; but a more enlarged. view of the goſpel diſpenſation, a more 
complete ſyſtem of. divine knowledge, has. been given to the world, 
than ever it was bleſt with ſince the days of - inſpiration... And tho! 
the reformation may ſeem to have been now at a ſtand for near two 


centuries ;, tho* in a political view it. has manifeſtly, loſt ground, and 


many conſiderable. advantages have been gained againſt it; 'tho* among 
ourſelves we frequently hear complaints, and probably not without 5 
cauſe, of the ſucceſs of Popiſh emiſſaries, who compaſs ſea and land to 
make proſelytes : : notwithſtanding this, I think we may be afſured, | 


that upon the whole the reformation is every day acquiring new 
ſtrength, and that its principles prevail in the world more and more. 
Learning, and knowledge of all kinds, and a ſpirit of i inquiry, are 
ſtill evidently increaſing ; and even in thoſe countries whiere they are 
moſt difcouraged, they are continually ſpreading themſelves ſikntly 
and ſecretly, in ſpite of all the vigilance of policy, and all the efforts 


of power: and where knowledge increaſes, it is. a plain 25 0 


ee that Popery muſt Amit 7 
| This 


: L. xr 3 | ; 3 
1 his view of the ſtate of chriſtianity thro? the ſeveral ages F to f 
our own times, ſhort and very imperfect as it is, may however furniſh. . 
ſufficient occaſion for obſerving, that the kingdom of God has never 


| hitherto, in its moſt pure or moſt flouriſhing condition, ſeemed ta | 
make any near approach, or Any, effectual advances, | towards that per- 


fection and univerſality, to which it is de &r 


arrive. While it was in its moſt exalted ſtate of purity, it laboured : „ 


under oppreſſion and perſecu tion; when it flouriſhed moſt i in outward 


proſperity, and was ſtrengthened in numbers and enlarged in extent, 


it proportionably decayed i in its inward graces: and, even in its moſt 


enlarged extent; never poſſeſſed more than about a ſixth part of · the 


preſent known world. . Whereas it is decreed, that © the kingdoms 


te of the world ſhall become the Kingdoms .of the Lord and of his 6 
Chriſt; that all people, nations, and languages ſhall ſerve him ; 15 
<« that the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in ; and that all Iſrael 


< ſhall turn unto the Lord and be ſaved.” The time is not yet come 


| for the accompliſhment of theſe predictions: neither can we rely upon 


authority of ſome, who by a plauſible interpretation of certain 


” prophecies, confeſſedly very obſeure, have preſumed to determine the 


ſeaſons, Which God hath put in his own. power, ſo far as to conclude, 


that it is near at hand. Yet we may be allowed to obſerve, that 
the preſent ſtate of mankind, and the circumſtances of the world in 
general, ſeem to indicate a preparation for this wonderful event, and 


a tendency towards this important period, however diſtant it may be. 


Ihe great progreſs, which learning and uſeful knowledge of all ſorts 


have made within theſe two laſt centuries, particularly i in the cultiva- 


tion of human reaſon, and the ſtudy of divine revelation ; the pro- 


digious advances, that have been made in navigation and commerce, 


Rev. xl. 13. Dax. vii. 79 Row. xi, 25 26. 
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valtly enlarging the Bounds of the — habitable vel yet at 
the ſame time drawing nearer to one another the ſeveral nations, by 
opening a free and eafy communication between the moſt diſtant; 
the great numbers of chriſtian colonies, that have been ſent into every 
part, and planted in the moſt remote corners of the earth: all theſe 
circumſtances continually inert afing and-multiplying, and the daily im-- 
provements, which with unwearied diligence and with evident. ſucceſs. 
are ſtill purſued in all; tho" we ſee not the fruit as yet formed, nor. 
ſo much as the bloſſom unfolded, yet ſeem to point out to us the 
ſeed· time and che ſpring, which is already: preparing, and will in its 
due feaſon bring forth a plenteous harveſt. This particular ſign of the 
times ſeems to be pointed out by the Angel to the prophet Daniel: 
« But thou, O Daniel, ſhut up the words, and ſeal the book even 
to the time of the end: many half. ron to-and fro, and know: 
ee Tedge ſhall be increaſed.” “ 
But whatever be the ſecret determination. of F Kleber God witk- 
. regard to the particular time deſtined for the completion of theſe: 
gracious promiſes, it certainly belioves us to be always 1 
making the beſt advantage of every opportunity, that ſhalt ſeem'to offer 
itſelf, of promoting this great end; to keep it ever in view, and to 
purſue it by every method, that ſhall appear in the leaſt condueive 
thereto, As we make it the daily ſubject of our ptayers, 0 it ought 
to be the conſtant object of our moſt earneſt endeavours. It is the 
duty of every chriſtian, as the glory of God and the Salvation of 
mankind is highly concerned in it: it is more eſpecially the duty of 
every miniſter of Chriſt, as the difpenfarion of the goſpel is committed 


to him, and he is appointed to attend continually upon this very thing. 
I ſhall beg leave to mention one or two of the principal means, by 


1 Kii. 4, 


which 
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| lacks the ball: of Chriſt may be beſt anni both } Og, our- 
ſelves, and more at large in the world. 

In the firſt place, we ought to promote and to encourage the jos | 
vancement of religious knowledge, and the only 1 means by * 
it can be advanced, freedom of inquiry. 2 

- Chriſtianity itſelf was publiſhed to the world in ha acl 3 
age; it invited and challenged the examination of the ableſt judges, 
and ſtood the teſt of the ſevereſt ſerutiny: the more it is brought to 
the light, to the greater advantage will it appear. When on the. 
other hand the dark ages of ,barbariſm came on, as every. art nd 

ſtience was almoſt extinguiſhed, ſo was chriſtianity in proportion op- 1 
FIT n ene by error and ſuperſtition: and they that pre- 1 
fend it from the aſſaults of its enemies, by pro ibiting 1 
ne and free-inquiry, took the ſureſt method of cutting off all 
| hopes of its recovery. | Again, when letters revived,. and ' reaſon re · 
gained her liberty; when a- ſpirit of inquiry began to prevail, and 
ons up and promoted by a happy invention, by e the com- 
munication of knowledge was - wonderfully facilitatedd; chriſtianity 
ed ately. emerged out of darkneſs, and was in a manner republiſhed: 
to che world in its native ſimplicity, It has always flouriſhed or de. 
cayed together with learning and liberty: it will ever ſtand or fall I 
with them. It is therefore of the utmoſt importante to the cauſe of r | 
religion, that'it be ſubmitted to an open and impartial examination; that 
every diſquiſition concerning it be allowed its free courſe; that even 
the malice of its enemies. ſhould have its full ſcope, and try its utmoſt Eg 
ſtrength of argument againſt it. Let no man be alarmed at the at- — 
tempts of atheiſts or infidels: let them produce their cauſe; let hem 
bring forth their ſtrong reaſons,” to their on confuſion: afford them 
| | " noc 
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not the advantage of reſtraint, the only advantage which their cauſe 
admits of: let them not boaſt the falſe credit of ſuppoſed arguments 


and pretended demonſtrations, which they are forced to ſuppreſs. 


What has been the . conſequence of all that licentious contradiction, 
with which the goſpel has been «received -1 in theſe our times and in this 


nation ? hath it not given birth to ſuch irrefragable apologies and con- 


| vincing iHuſtrations of our moſt holy religion, as no other age: or na- 
s tion ever produced ? What in particular has been the effect of unre- 
ſtrained oppoſition in a very recent inſtance, prepared with much labour. © 
and ſtudy, and ſupported with all the art and eloquence of a late cele- 
| brated genius? hath not the very weakneſs and impotence of the aſſault 


i 


given the moſt ſignal and deciſive victory to the cauſe of truth? and 


phy erected by himſelf to diſplay and to perpetuate the triumph? 


5 no one lightly entertain ſuſpicions of any ſerious propoſal for the ad- 


| vancement of religious knowledge; nor out of unreaſonable preji judi ce . 


to obſtruct any inquiry, that profeſſes to aim at the farther 


Huſtration of the great ſcheme of the Goſpel in general, or the remo- 
Fal of error in any part, in faith, in doctrine, in practice, or in wor- 
| ſhip. An opinion is not therefore falſe, becauſe it contradicts received 
notions : ' but whether true-or falſe, let i it-be ſubmitted to a fair: exami- | 
nation; truth muſt in the end be a gainer by it, and appear with the 


greater evidence. Where freedom of inquiry is maintained and exer- 
ciſed under the direction of the ſincere word of God, falſehood may 
perhaps triumph for a day, but to-morrow truth will certainly prevail, 
and every ſucceeding day will confirm her ſuperiority. 


The light, that aroſe upon the chriſtian world at che.reformation, hath 
itil! continued to increaſe, and we. truſt will ſhine more and more unto 


the perfect day. The labours of che learned have from that time, 


+, 


wy the blefſing of God Ip the free exerciſe of reaſon and private | 


jndgment, been greatly ſucceſsful in promoting religious knowledge, and 
particularly in laying open the hidden treaſares of divine wiſdom contained 
in the Holy Scriptures. Much hath been done in this important work; 
and much ſtill remains to be done. Thoſe heavenly ſtores are inex- 
hauſtible : every new acquiſition till leads on to further diſcoveries, and 


the moſt careful ſearch will ſtill leave enough to invite and to reward the 


repeated ſearches of the pious and induſtrious to the lateſt ages. This 


is: a work that demands our firſt and moſt earneſt regard; the ſtudies 


and aſſiſtance, the favour and encouragement of all. To confirm and 
illuſtrate theſe holy writings, to evince their truth, to ſhew their con- 
ſiſtency, to explain their meaning, to make them more generally known 


and ſtudied, more eaſily and perfectly underſtood by all; to remove 


the difficulties, that: diſcourage the honeſt endeavours of Bi unlearned, 


and warme the malicious cavils of the half - learned: this is the moſt 


worthy object, that can engage our attention; the moſt important end, - 


to which our labours in the ſearch of truth can be directed. And here 
cannot but mention, * has often been repreſented, and I hope will 


not alyays be repreſented in vain; that nothing would more effectually 


conduce to this end, than theexhibiting the Holy Scriptures themſelves | 
to the people i in a more advantageous and juſt light, by an accurate 


reviſal of our vulgar tranſlation by public authority. It is now a cen- 


tury and a half ſince this tranſlation was made; in which time a much 
eee ee, has been made in the knowledge of the Scriptures, than 
in fifteen centuries preceding. Knowledge of all ſorts hath ſince that 
time been greatly advanced, of which there is ſcarce any ſort that has not 
ſome connection with the knowledge of ſcripture; in particular, and 
what is more immediately connected with it, the knowledge of the 


original languages, the Hebrew eſ] pecially, and its ſeveral remaining 
dialects: : the knowledge of antiquity, of civil ns of natural hif- 
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ments, both texts and verſions" of venerable authority,” have been 
either newly diſcovered, or more openly communicated to the public : 
and ſet forth in the moſt- advantageous and uſeful manner. 
; enjoy many aſſiſtances, which the learned of that age wanted z 10 Ah 0 
wiſe many impediments, which lay in their way, are now removed. The 
rubbiſh of falſe ſcience is in a great meaſure cleared away ; the n 
ſubtilty of ſcholaſtic theology is diſpelled. The great prejudice af 


gogue; nor does the chriſtian interprete 
guides the Jewiſh teachers. Their infallible Maſora, boaſted to have 


| be denied that it hath, its defects, nor, as it þ 
| by human means, could it poſſibly be witho! h 
pointed out, and remedies have in part been applied 0 thy, and may — 


tory, of genuine logic, of ſound criticiſm. ' Many . mona: 13 


authority is in many inſtances happily diminiſhed; the':deſpotic:-power + 
of antiquity is reduced within its proper limits. With regard to the 
Old Teſtament, the church of Chriſt is no longer a ſlave to the fyna- 


blindly follow thoſe blind = 


been an edifice raiſed by wiſe maſter-builders on the rock of divine au- 


| tthority, proves to have been framed by unſkilful hands, and built on 


the ſand: its foundations have long ſince been ſhaken, and it now tot- 
ters to its fall. The defects of the Hebrew text itſelf, for it cannot 
th. been N . 


be farther applied, by an accurate collation of ancient verſions, and 


of various copies. The latter ſource is but newly opened, and the 
ſupplies that may be derived from it, if not very conſiderable in them- . 


ſelves, will yet be greatly important in their conſequences. All this, 
(and more might be added to this,) ſhews evidently how much wan : 


x ee pentateuch, boch 1 text and verſion; Ola 1275 A8 Alexandrine 
MS.; Paris and London Polyglotts, &c. ES 
* See HoumicanT. Prolegom. in Biblia Hebraica, cap. III. art. 2. And, bs more e | 
Full ſatisfaction, The State of the printed Hebrew Text of the Old Teſtament conſi- 
«« ſidered ;” by the learned Mr. K NNO: from whom farther light into this curious | 

ang important ſybje& may ſhortly be expected. S 
4 | | LS A 


nt; it W undoubted ſucceſs to the. e 


3 po warrants abundant advantages | from it to our own imme-. 


diately, and in conſequence to the whole chriſtian church. 


Secondly, Let us, make! it our conſtant aim and N to refte, e to : 


te true chriſtian charity. 


maingain, and to pron 


The: e e l hath. in ies ee fillies uae lh 


by all the rage and malice of its enemies, than by ſtrife and faction 


within itſelf, and diviſions among its own members. The worſt con- 


ſequence of ſome of the worſt of hereſies hath been diſcord, 


rity itſelf as a duty. An unhappy perſuaſion has too generally pre- 


vailed, chat church-communion- demands unity of ſentiment in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe; and that all of the ſame. profeſſion ſhould think- Juſt 
alike, not only as to a few plain fundamental articles, but as to many 


. other particulars neither neceſſarily required, nor clearly revealed: the 
5 conſequence of which | at that there muſt be almoſt as many ſects in 


cruelties and barbarities, that are always the effects of falſe zeal, to the 
reproach of the chriſtian name, and even to the diſgrace of human na- 


8 ture. It is not to be wondered that chriſtianity has made no greater 


progreſs ; While, "inſtead of being exhibited to the world in its native 
ö beauty, as the moſt amiable religion that ever was, it has been expoſed 

in ſuch a horrible diſguiſe, as the cauſe of the greateſt miſchiefs; as the 
parent of ſtrife, and confuſion, and every evil work. But thanks be 
to God, we ſeem at preſent. to have a better proſpe& before us: what - 


8 FF? X — L 


< - - . . 8 


hatred, perſecution: and in reality the moſt pernicious of all herefies 
hath been the maintaining and defending in ſuch caſes breach of cha- 


: 4 


cl, as LF An this in effect hath for many ages moſt / 
: ably diſtracted the che of Chriſt ; hath divided it againſt itſelf, 
5 and again ſubdivided every part of it into new factions and ſchiſms: it 

hath been the cauſe of ſeditions, faaughters, maſſacres; of the peculiar. i 
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ever other reaſbns we may have to Gps 3688 Hoh 5 ? 
muſt be allowed, that a ſpirit of true chriſtian charity,” and benevolence; 
and moderation, has of late prevailed among us beyond the example of 1 
former times. A more liberal and generous en e nun 
ing, with regard to choſe that differ from us, is everyd: | 
and hath already- had viſible effects, in allaying former ammoſmies Jag 
jealouſies, and ſeems. making way for reconcilement- and unity. The 
different ſefts of Proteſtants: ſeem to have loft meh of that bir- 
 terneſs and diſtaſte, which hath fo long moſt unreaſonably reigned betwee 
chem, and to be every day drawing nearer to one another. Even thoſe 
of the church of Rome, though they do hot give ie up, yer begin at 
leaſt to be aſhamed of their horrid principle of perſecutiorr; and, While 
they have' no power or opportunity of ating: to che contrary, can fay, ; 
If we had been in the days of our fathers; we would not have been 
 * partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.” | vg this happy | 
temper of meeknels, forbearance and charity, ſhould conti me to in- 
5 creaſe, and ſtiould ft elk eee the ch tian church, 


1 ER. \ of the Goſpel Ne ee n 1 y ſhalt obſerve the 
| 5 3 7 true ſpirit of chriſtianity to prevail 1 among chriſtians, will be 25 ee | 
iin glorify God, and © to confeſs that God is in us of a truth.” 
The prophet Iſaiah ſeems to repreſent the increaſe of univerſal charity: | 


5 and religious knowledge in the chriſtian church, as the preparation and: 
prelude of the converſion of the Gentiles, and of the reſtoration of the 


Jews, in that remarkable prophecy, which certainly has not yet been 
fully accompliſhed : ; *« The wolf ſhall welt with the lamb, and the 


5 ** leopard ſhall bs down with the kid: — 1555 hal n not n n nor de- 
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* « ſtroy in alt” my holy. 
« knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. ' And it hal! 
come to paſs in that day, the root of Jeſſe, which Masdech fr „ 
V enſign to the people 3 to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeck, and his reſting 5 
* place ſhall be glorious. And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, TY 
0 chat the Lord ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond time to recover the _ 
*, remnant of his people, which ſhall be left: and he ſhall ſet up + 
« an enſign for the nations, and ſhall aſſemble che out- caſts of Iſrael. 
** and gather together the diſperſed of Judah, from the four corners of F: 
te the earth. . 7 Oh FVV e e 155 
Laſtly; and above all, Let us endeavour to ercommend Gl more 
canin our moſt holy religion by holineſs and purity of life. 
1 age, in which knowledge is (till increaſings 
e towards « more perfect en, 


„ JO WR CY it V OVA TYM Our tranltion, by departing em 
the Maſoretical pointing, and the obvious grammatical conſtruction, hath. obſcured this: L 1 
paſſage. The frequent neceflity we are under of appealing from it to the original ſuf= 4 

fieiently ſnews the expediency of the reviſal above propoſed : and 1 beg leave here to 

add, that the preſent time offers a. favourable-opportunity, which ought not to be ne- =} 

glected; when the ſtation, to which. the chief direction of ſuch a work properly belongs, FR 

is filled with a Perſon endowed, beyond any other of this age, with all the abilities and 

- qualifications requiſite for the bringiog it to that an of perfe&tion, « of which it is at 
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